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The pattern of payment to the temple functionaries based upon their payment in prasadam could also be worked out. It would also be possible to work this out in monetary terms by working out the monetary return on the devotees' 1/4th share of the prasadam. Having the example mentioned above, an investment of 15,000 nar-panams is enough to produce an offering of 300 appa-padis. The cost of 6 panams of one appa-pad/"\s only the cost of production to the temple. The cost paid by the prasadam leaseholder or the prasadakkarar will be higher, say, 10 panams for appa-padf. This will give a return of 750 panams for 15,000 panams or a general interest rate of 5% which compares very favourably with the safe bank deposit interest rate till a few years ago.
Thus, the endowments by the temple functionaries was in effect an investment which gave them a 5% return. This investment sunk in irrigation works by the temple increased the prosperity of the cultivators to the extent of their kudivaram share, increased the income to the temple leading to greater celebrations, which, in addition acted as a 5% investment to the temple functionaries. This cycle was a self-sustaining and self-improving financial cycle since more income meant more investment which gave more income and so on in addition to improving the standard of living of the cultivators.
This is a unique economic and financial management system the like of which has not been seen anywhere and certainly not attempted even in modern times.
The wealth of the epigraphical details available in the Tirupati inscriptions would, if properly handled and studied in depth, enable us to map out fully and correctly a complete socto economic picture of the society for 4 or 5 centuries to which these inscriptions belong,
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